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HOW TO GROW TULIPS IN CONTAINER POTS

I love bulbs in pots for the spring; there's just nothing better for real impact and it's kind of like gardening in
miniature. This pot next to me is a very good example. These are full of a non-peat base, multi-purpose
potting compost with some garden soil put in it and some manure for added nutrition. What we've done is
we've put tulips in here and this is the White Garden Collection which has ‘Exotic Emperor’ and ‘Purissima’ in
it. And then, so we've got a succession, we have planted some bulbs later because that collection flowers
early. Just coming up now is the Ivory and Primrose Tulip Collection and as the White Garden tulips go over

we can deadhead them and then the Ivory and Primrose can come up through.

The thing that makes this pot is without a doubt is the cerinthe and we planted those over the top. So, the first

layer of tulips is planted at six inches then we've got another layer at four inches, the second collection, and
then we've got cerinthe over the top. That's been growing all the way through the winter out here and they
survived the winter fine and then the tulips have come up through it. This is in fact a concrete pot that I've just
painted with a colour that | quite like, a sort of soft green, and it’s a really, really cheap as chips pot that | got
at a local garden centre.

Because we're on a farm, we use quite a lot of zinc pots too and this has got exactly the same system. We've
got three lovely tulips here and underneath it we've got the really highly scented stock called Matthiola incana
(perennial form). It's not flowering yet but as the tulips go over we can deadhead them. It's nice having the
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foliage below them and then up comes the stock to flower. They're planted at six inches, the second layer at
four inches and then the matthiola over the top.

For those of you with smaller gardens and who want smaller pots, or perhaps you've got an urban garden and
you want a couple of pots on your doorstep, this kind of thing is ideal. We've actually used the depth of the
pot more than the girth. I've put five tulips at about eight inches deep, five tulips three inches above, five tulips
two or three inches above that, and you're then still just about below the soil surface. We've got ‘Burgundy’,
‘Antraciet’ and here we've got * Tambour Maitre’ just coming through.

On the whole, you want to put the earliest (and often the smallest) deepest, so we put ‘Antraciet’ deepest
then ‘Burgundy’ next and then on the top, which is the latest, the ‘Tambour Maitre’. You actually can get
fifteen bulbs easily in a pot that size. Once you've planted them, just water them in well - whenever you plant
anything, water it in well. Then, because you're not going to be planting till October or November, you're not
going to need to water them again because it's bound to rain if the pot is sitting outside. They’ll just grow up
really well and they'll start to sprout in sort of March time. By that time, if it doesn't rain (we've had a very dry
spring this spring) we water twice a week but otherwise we just let them get on with it.

Happy gardening,
Sarah

Related articles and videos

= Top tips for growing tulips

m Layering bulbs — How to make a bulb lasagne
= Protecting tulips from pests

= Planting perfect pots for spring

m Creating beautiful summer flower containers

SHOP ALL TULIPS

useful kit...

Tulip 'Antraciet’ Tulip '‘Burgundy'

ABOUT US
Contact Us
About Us

We support
Jobs

Affiliates

Press

Awards
SHOPPING
Plant Sizes & Product Info
Key to Symbols
Delivery

Order Form


https://www.sarahraven.com/_all?searchterm=matthiola 
https://www.sarahraven.com/flowers/bulbs/tulips/tulip_burgundy.htm
https://www.sarahraven.com/flowers/bulbs/tulips/tulip_antraciet.htm
https://www.sarahraven.com/flowers/bulbs/tulips/tulip_tambour_maitre.htm
https://www.sarahraven.com/articles/top_tips_for_growing_tulips.htm
https://www.sarahraven.com/articles/layering_bulbs_-_how_to_make_a_bulb_lasagne.htm
https://www.sarahraven.com/articles/protecting_tulips_from_pests.htm
https://www.sarahraven.com/articles/planting_perfect_pots_for_spring.htm
https://www.sarahraven.com/articles/creating_beautiful_summer_flower_containers.htm
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/contact
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/pages/about-us
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/pages/twigs
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/pages/jobs
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/pages/affiliates
https://www.sarahraven.com/press
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/pages/awards1
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/pages/plant-sizes
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/pages/key_to_symbols
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/pages/delivery
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/pages/orderform

Quick Shop

Gift Vouchers

Find Your Perfect Plant

FOR OUR CUSTOMERS
Join us online

Recommend a Friend

Instruction Booklets

Testimonials

Help & FAQs

Request a Catalogue

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Terms & Conditions

Privacy & Security

Returns, refunds and exchanges
Cookie policy

Payments and Guarantees

JOIN IN O00L 0O

SIGN UP
Sign up and get 10% off your first order!

arvarded awarded

BEST BEST

GARDENING MULTI-CHANNEL
BRAND ERAND

2017

For orders: Mon - Sat 8am - 10pm, Sun 9am - 10pm
0345 092 0283 For customer services: Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm

© 2019 Sarah Raven. All rights reserved. Registered in England & Wales #06694059. Photography: © Jonathan Buckley. eCommerce by blubolt



https://www.sarahraven.com/articles/how_to_grow_tulips_in_container_pots.htm#
https://www.sarahraven.com/quickbuy
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/pages/vouchers
https://www.sarahraven.com/index#plant-finder
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/pages/community
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/pages/refer
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/booklets
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/pages/testimonials
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/catalogue
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/pages/terms
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/pages/privacy
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/pages/returns
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/pages/cookie_policy
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/pages/payments
http://www.facebook.com/sarahravensgarden
http://www.twitter.com/srkitchengarden
http://pinterest.com/sarahravens
http://www.youtube.com/user/sarahravensgarden
https://www.instagram.com/sarahravensgarden/?hl=en
https://www.sarahraven.com/customer/pages/awards
http://www.blubolt.com

	how to grow tulips in container pots
	HOW TO GROW TULIPS IN CONTAINER POTS
	Related articles and videos
	useful kit...
	Tulip 'Antraciet'
	Tulip 'Burgundy'
	ABOUT US
	SHOPPING
	FOR OUR CUSTOMERS
	TERMS AND CONDITIONS
	JOIN IN
	SIGN UP




